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Tenant Rights

Resources and Sources for legal help:

-Small Claims of Superior Court of Hum-
boldt County:
http://www.humboldt.courts.ca.gov/dv/
smallclaims_detainers.htm
-California Department of Fair Employ-
ment and Housing: https://www.dfeh.
ca.gov/

Information included in this document 
is from the: California Tenants’ Guide 
to Residential Tenants’ and Landlords’ 
Rights and Responsibilities

http://www.dca.ca.gov/publications/land-
lordbook/catenant.pdf

Deposits:

-Your landlord can charge you as much 
as twice the amount of 1 month’s rent 
for your security deposit. If the space 

is furnished, it can be up to three times 
the about of rent.

Civil Code Section 1950.5(c). 
-You are entitled to an inspection 

before you move out to point out any 
problems that would cause your deposit 

to be deducted.
 -Your security deposit can only be used 

after the last months rent is paid
-Your security deposit must be returned 

within 21 days of moving out
(Civil Code Section 1950(g)(5).)

You are responsible for leaving the 
home in the same order or better than 
before moving in. Because of this, it is 
important to do a walk through and 

document all damage that exists before 
moving in. Make careful note and take 
photographs of this, sending a copy to 

the landlord and one to yourself. This is 
important if there is a dispute over the 
deposit, there will be proof in the rent-
er’s favor that the damage did not occur 

during their occupancy. 

Tenant Rights and Responsibilities

Here are some basics you should know 
about your rights and responsibilities as 

a renter 



Small Claims:
If you have a dispute with your landlord, small 
claims court is a commonly used resource. This 
intended to be a inexpensive and relatively quick 
process. 
In case of small claims case, the Student Legal 
Lounge can help you prepare evidence and a theory 
of the case

Your landlord may not retaliate or discriminate 
against you.

This means that if a landlord wants to “punish” the 
renter for using their lawful rights, such as having 
the landlord change your locks, the tenant is pro-
tected. If the landlord tries to evict the tenant with-
in 6 months of the tenant exercising their rights, the 
constitutes retaliation.

You may not suffer consequences for opposing 
unlawful actions of your landlord, informing legal 
authorities about things you believe to be unlawful, 
or helping others exercise their rights under Cali-
fornia’s Fair Employment and Housing 
Act
Important note: These are brief references to sta-
tions that are usually very complex and potentially 
harmful. If you suspect that you are experiencing

The Three-Day Warning
If your landlord plans to evict you, they will issue 
a “Three-day notice to pay or quit” or a “Three-day 
notice to cure or quit”, depending on if rent is due 
or a repair is needs to be made. If you get such a 
warning you should get legal counsel immediately, 
and comply with the request within 3 days. 

If your landlord plans to evict you, they will issue 
a “Three-day notice to pay or quit” or a “Three-day 
notice to cure or quit”, depending on if rent is due 
or a repair is needs to be made. If you get such a 
warning you should get legal counsel immediately, 
and comply with the request within 3 days. 

Important Questions to ask Before 
signing the lease

-The policy on subletting and/or assign-
ing the rental property
-The policy on “breaking the lease” or 
leaving early’
-The policy on the landlord entering the 
property for repairs
-The policy on what kind of repairs are 
the responsibility of the renter to fix
-How many people may sign the lease
-When the rent is due and to whom
-To whom notices should be given

You have the right to live in a “habit-
able” home
This entitles you to some basic ameni-
ties in the home, all in good working 
order (Civil Code Section 1941.1)

- Plumbing (shower, kitchen sink, toilet, 
sewage disposal) with hot and cold run-
ning water
- Waterproof home
- Heating facilities (air conditioner not 
required by law)
- Floors, stairways, and railings
Natural lighting in every room with 
natural or mechanical ventilation
- Freedom of unhealthy levels of mold 
if a renter believes that their home is 
below the standards of habitability, the 
landlord is responsible for fixing these 
repairs  

Other Information:
Repairing Damage

You cannot be charged for any damage / filth 
that was there when you moved in.
If a tenant has lived in a space for over 2 years, 
teh tenant should not be charged for general 
wear on paint using the “two year life span” 
approach to paint. (Brown, Warner, and Port-
man, The California Landlord’s Law Book, 
Vol. 1 Rights & Responsibilities. Pages 384-
385 (NOLO Press 2011).)

In the event of domestic violence, sexual ha-
rassment or stalking:

- You may alert your landlord if you need to 
move out immediately, but you are still re-
sponsible for paying rent for 30 days after the 
notice. (Civil code Section 1946.7)
- You may not be refused residency because of 
a history of domestic violence,sexual harass-
ment, or stalking. (Code of Civil Procedure 
Section 1161.3)
- If you request to get your locks changed and 
the landlord does not comply within 24 hours 
you may get the locks changed yourself. (Civil 
Code Sections 1941.5,1941.6)
Before moving in ou must be notified and 
have the right to inquire about : lead-based 
paint, periodic pest control, asbestos, carcino-
genic material, methamphetamine contam-
ination, demolition permits, proximity to 
military base, death in the rental unit, condo-
minium conversion projects. 
These are your basic legal rights as a renter 
/ tenant. The mentioned information is a 
simplified version of the CA Civil Code and 
other laws. For more information, look into 
the laws and codes mentioned.
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